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A safe and effective immigration sys-
tem is essential for the United States
to lead in a 21st century economy. It is
a critical national security component,
essential for protecting human rights,
and fundamental to our identity as a
land of prosperity and opportunity.

I have worked on all aspects of immi-
gration from enforcement to advocacy
and across party lines. I believe we can
have an immigration system that
keeps our country safe and honors
human dignity because I have done it.
I have worked on it, and I know I have
colleagues in both parties who agree
with me. I have already spoken with
many of you who have expressed the
same ideas.

I know that my colleagues across the
aisle care as deeply about children as I
do. I know that as they have stood with
righteous indignation to fight for the
sanctity of life, I believe now they also
have the courage and moral fortitude
to stand and protect children from life-
threatening harm and exploitive work.

Let’s come together and get this
done.

————

EAST PALESTINE TRAIN
DERAILMENT DISASTER

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Chair recognizes the gentleman
Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE) for 5
utes.

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to address a crisis
that President Biden refuses to ac-
knowledge: the derailment of a train in
East Palestine, Ohio, that has left a
community traumatized and families
afraid to drink the water that comes
through their faucets.

Instead of compassion, these families
received nothing but a cold shoulder
from President Biden. Instead of cer-
tainty, these families received a rushed
process to test the water that they
drink and the air that they breathe.

What we need is a full accounting of
events.

As a doctor, I urge the EPA to con-
tinue to repeat their tests and to pro-
vide an accurate assessment of the
risks posed to our communities’ air
and drinking water.

An administration that fails to pro-
vide for the safety of its people is a
failed administration. I stand here to
urge President Biden to visit East Pal-
estine and finally support those Ameri-
cans who are hurting.

We need transparency, we need ac-
countability, and we need to address
this head-on; not with shrugs and
handwringing, that is what we have
seen so far from President Biden.

We need to see compassion, we need
to see thoroughness, and we need to see
diligence in addressing this problem.

ORIGIN OF COVID 19

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, 3 years ago, as a new and dan-
gerous virus caused by the Chinese
Communist Party began to spread,
they shut down internal travel but al-
lowed international flights to continue.

The
from
min-
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The Chinese Communist Party was
attempting to stop COVID-19 from
spreading within its own borders while
allowing it to come to the shores of
America.

This weekend, the Department of En-
ergy finally confirmed what we have
all along suspected: that this leak did
not come from a wet market and that
it escaped from a lab in central China.

This virus and the related govern-
ment policies led to vaccine mandates,
lost jobs, supply chain problems, and
the isolation of our Nation’s young
people.

It is time today to hold the Chinese
Communist Party accountable. What
we need now is to predict, prepare, and
prevent another such disaster from oc-
curring.

The American people want and de-
serve answers, and they deserve ac-
countability for the hardships that this
virus, unleashed by the Chinese Com-
munist Party, has caused. Now we need
to ensure that a crisis like this can
never occur again.

————

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE AND
THE VIRGIN ISLANDS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
the Virgin Islands (Ms. PLASKETT) for 5
minutes.

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak about the role of the
National Park Service in the Virgin Is-
lands of the United States. While the
National Park Service plays a vital
role in preserving the natural and cul-
tural resources and facilitating out-
door recreation throughout the Nation,
I must acknowledge that the relation-
ship between the people of the Virgin
Islands and the National Park Service
has not always been and is not the
best.

On St. Croix, the park sits on some of
our most sacred ground, and it is in-
cumbent on them to appreciate and
preserve that, of course, which is im-
portant, but also to make it accessible
to those of us who are living there. On
St. John especially, St. Johnians are
concerned and have a history in which
Laurance Rockefeller was able to take
so much land. There are questions even
today about who owned what land, how
was it taken, and how did it become
part of the National Park Service.

I have continually expressed concern
about the National Park Service’s hir-
ing and staffing practices in the Virgin
Islands. I have encouraged the recruit-
ment of native Virgin Islanders who
understand the historical context of
park spaces and possess a greater de-
gree of cultural awareness. While there
have been some hires, I have yet to see
meaningful progress, and extended va-
cancies of National Park Service posi-
tions are a concern.

Additionally, for the past 3 years, I
have suggested the formation of just a
community garden within the Virgin
Islands National Park Service bound-
aries. Such action is authorized by the
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National Park Service management
plan of 2006.

In fact, the Virgin Islands National
Park Service general management plan
of 1983 included the development of an
approximately 2-acre garden plot.

The park comprises 7,259 acres, and
to not have a plot for the people who
live on that island to be able to garden,
people who are locked around water,
who have an inability to be able to get
fresh fruit and vegetables to their fam-
ilies, it would also foster a better rela-
tionship between the community and
the national park.

Last week, my office hosted a meet-
ing to ensure that Virgin Islanders’
voices—not just written comments—
were received by the Department of the
Interior, the National Park Service,
and the Government of the Virgin Is-
lands about the proposed Government
of the Virgin Islands National Park
Service St. John land exchange for the
construction of a K-12 school on St.
John. During this meeting, my office
learned of the barriers and difficulties
to submit a written statement during
the final comment period.

Thankfully, the park allowed us to
extend this until March 15.

While my office can advocate for the
people of the Virgin Islands—presently
my office and Congress is not a party
to the agreement—the land exchange
between the Governor of the Virgin Is-
lands and the National Park Service
seems to be going through.

While I may not always agree with
our Governor, in this instance I recog-
nize that he is between a rock and a
hard place presently as Virgin Island-
ers are quickly approaching their dead-
line for using Federal funding to re-
build the school. As we all know, the
National Park Service process takes
time.

Indeed, Senator ANGUS KING, who
last Congress headed up the Natural
Resources Committee in the Senate,
was only able to get the National Park
Service to donate land in Maine after
30 years of advocacy.

The children of the Virgin Islands do
not have that time.
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Additionally, we are approaching the
end of the Caneel Bay Redevelopment
and Management Environmental As-
sessment public comment period. The
National Park Service owns 70 percent
of the island of St. John, making it one
of the most pristine islands not only in
the Virgin Islands but in the Carib-
bean.

The path forward for a resort at
Caneel Bay must consider the socio-
economic and environmental impact on
the Virgin Islands. Caneel Bay contains
some of the best beaches in the world,
and to not utilize the property as a
world-class, five-star resort would put
the Virgin Islands at a disadvantage
for tourism dollars.

The path forward for Caneel Bay im-
pacts not just St. John but the entire
territory. If Caneel Bay is relegated to
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